Notes
been made use of for some of the notes to the three poems by
Browning contained in this selection.
37. guilder. A silver coin, worth is. 8<f.
51. glutinous.   Sticky.
64. kith and kin. Country and relations.
79. Pied. Particoloured (cf. magpie, piebald), so called 'for
the fantastical cote which hee wore being wrought with sundry
colours' (A Restitution, &c.).
89.  Tartary. See note to p. 25, 1. 32.
Cham.  An obsolete form of Khan, meaning autocrat.
91. Nizam. The title of the ruler of Hyderabad in India.
123. Stout as Julius Caesar. During a revolt at Alexandria in
48 B.C. Caesar's ship was captured, and he had to swim for his
life. There is a ridiculous legend (recorded by Plutarch, Caesar,
ch. 49) that he swam with one hand, and with the other held
his Commentaries (de Bella Galileo', &c.) above the water. 'As if',
says Froude, 'a general would take his MSS. with him into a
hot action!' (Caesar, ch. 23).
131.  tub-boards. The lids of pickle-tubs, in which salt meat is
preserved.
132.  conserve. Jam.
133.  train-oil.  The oil made from whale-blubber; the word
has no connexion with railway, or other, trains.
136. Browning in later editions printed the line, 'Sweeter
far than b^* harp or b^ psaltery*. Psaltery. An ancient and
medieval stringed instrument.
138.  drysaltery.   A shop where oils, pickles, tinned meats,
&c., are sold.
139.  nuncheon. Literally noon-drink. The ending of the word
was confused with that of luncheon, with which it became
identical in meaning.
141.  puncheon. A large cask, holding from 72 to 120 gallons.
142.   staved.   Staved in; i.e.  with  a  hole made in  the
cask.                                                           .
158. Claret. A red French wine from Bordeaux.
Moselle. A dry white wine produced near the river Moselle
(a tributary of the Rhine).
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